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“From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, to promote the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus.  To Timothy, my dear child.  Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I’m grateful to God, whom I serve with a good conscience as my ancestors did. I constantly remember you in my prayers day and night. 4 When I remember your tears, I long to see you so that I can be filled with happiness. 5 I’m reminded of your authentic faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice. I’m sure that this faith is also inside you. 6 Because of this, I’m reminding you to revive God’s gift that is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 God didn’t give us a spirit that is timid but one that is powerful, loving, and self-controlled.  8 So don’t be ashamed of the testimony about the Lord or of me, his prisoner. Instead, share the suffering for the good news, depending on God’s power. 9 God is the one who saved and called us with a holy calling. This wasn’t based on what we have done, but it was based on his own purpose and grace that he gave us in Christ Jesus before time began. 10 Now his grace is revealed through the appearance of our savior, Christ Jesus. He destroyed death and brought life and immortality into clear focus through the good news. 11 I was appointed a messenger, apostle, and teacher of this good news. 12 This is also why I’m suffering the way I do, but I’m not ashamed. I know the one in whom I’ve placed my trust. I’m convinced that God is powerful enough to protect what he has placed in my trust until that day. 13 Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you heard from me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Protect this good thing that has been placed in your trust through the Holy Spirit who lives in us. (Common English Bible)

I love this passage of scripture.  It is probably because my grandmother’s name is Lois - “I’m reminded of your authentic faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice.  I’m sure that this faith is also inside you.”  I am a Christian today because my parents baptized me when I was 6 months old and took me to Sunday School and Children’s Choir, and Youth Group, and supported me as I went on mission trips and summer church camps.  At the end of this passage the writer the Apostle Paul tells Timothy, “Protect this good thing that has been placed in your trust through the Holy Spirit who lives in us.”  The New Revised Standard Version translates that verse this way, “Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.”  Guard the good treasure entrusted to you.  To entrust is to place a valued keepsake in another person's possession. As a minister of the gospel, Timothy had been charged with guarding the treasure entrusted to him.  


A relationship with Jesus the Christ is able to take any person from where they are and bring them to where God wants them to be. It is a forgiving, liberating, invigorating new life that Christ offers.  Like the great spiritual reminds us, "Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see." That is the transforming power of the Christ and it has the ability to melt hearts, change attitudes, forgive the past, and usher us into a new relationship with God.


The gospel brings life.  We've all experienced long and hard winters, where even by April 1 there are no dogwoods in bloom, no azaleas displaying their color, and we wonder if spring will ever come. But come it will, and life will be restored. Flowers will bloom, trees will bud, plants will grow. In the deepest, longest winters of our lives, there has always been the promise of life from God. God through Jesus offers hope in the midst of our despair, joy amid sorrow, relief from heartache, and grace in the depths of guilt. The gospel is a treasure because it brings life, over and over again, just like spring.


The gospel offers immortality. In verse 10 Paul states, "Christ Jesus destroyed death." Death is a part of life, we will all face it someday. We will all die, but the promise of the gospel is that death is not an end, but rather a journey to an eternal life.  Our place in God's kingdom will never be erased. Our life will change but it will not end. The treasure of the gospel is rich enough to provide abundant life in this world and everlasting life in the next.


So, how do we guard this treasure of the good news of Christ which has the power to save, bring life, and offer immortality?  Well, we do not guard it by ourselves, but through the Holy Spirit who lives within us.  It is the power of the Spirit who will help us to guard, defend, preserve, and protect the gospel by spreading it, living it, and demanding the proper use of it.


First, we guard the gospel when we spread it. When you and I spread the gospel, we ensure that its power and influence is greatly multiplied. We have a world to reach with the good news of Jesus and by telling more, we reach more.  Therefore we will guard it by giving it away. 


Second, we guard the gospel by living it each day. When we walk with personal integrity as Christians we guard the gospel. When our walk and our talk match, Christ is honored. But often our behavior gives nonbelievers an opportunity to criticize the gospel. When we fail to practice what we preach, we harm the cause of Christ.


We must be faithful, consistent, and genuine. We guard the gospel by living the gospel each moment.  There was a Pepsi TV ad that portrayed a Coca-Cola stockman filling the shelves of a store with Coke as seen through the eyes of a security camera. He looks around, thinking no one is watching, and he reaches in and takes a Pepsi. As soon as he does, the whole shelf comes crashing down and everybody in the store comes rushing to see what the commotion is all about. In the background the music plays, "Your Cheating Heart."  When we treat our coworkers with disdain and gossip about our neighbors, we are harming the cause of Christ.  


We guard the gospel as we demand the proper use of it. There are many who use the name of God for the sake of furthering their own prejudices and selfish desires. There are many who do things in the "name of God" that God would never have anything to do with. It ought to bother us and stir us to action when we see the gospel of God being used to further ungodly causes. Our blood ought to boil when the holy name of God is profaned. We guard the gospel when we demand that those around us use it properly. 


So, where are we acting too timidly?  Where are we holding back?  Holiness of heart and life, that is the goal after all.  When we are baptized we promise to "resist evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves," are we being faithful to that promise?  


On this World Wide Communion Sunday we celebrate our oneness – our communion – in Christ, in the midst of a world still in need of the reconciling unity of Christ.  Today we celebrate Jesus and what he did for us, for all of us - in every corner of the world.  We celebrate what Jesus did -and what by the power of Holy Spirit he still does, we celebrate the Jesus that took time to bless everyone, - no matter who they were and no matter what others thought of them.


Jesus, our savior and our Lord, and yet a man like us who struggled to be faithful to God, who was tempted like we are tempted, who suffered as we suffer.  Jesus was one with us, as our brother to walk as we walk through this life.  


There is a story of a young Chinese boy who was very interested in precious stones and gems. He asked a master jeweler to teach him everything about jade. The older man agreed and they set a time to meet for an hour each week. The young lad was very excited when at the beginning of the first session the master gave him a precious jade stone to hold. Then for an hour the old man talked about philosophy, about women, about things that happened when he was young, but never mentioned the jade. After an hour he took the precious stone and put it away. At the next session he again gave the boy a piece of jade and rambled on and on about unrelated topics. The boy became bored with all the talking and played with the jade as the old man talked. This went on for weeks and the boy became discouraged. He thought the old master would never tell him anything about jade. Finally he was so discouraged that he had decided to listen to the old man’s stories one more time, then quit. When he went in the shop the master handed him a stone and the boy immediately and spontaneously said, “That’s not jade.”


If we want to know Jesus the Christ, we must come to him often, we must put our hands on him, we must often commune with him. Then, one day, we will be able to immediately recognize if something is of God or if something is of the world. The boy leaned what was jade because he held pieces of jade in his hand week after week. When the jeweler gave him a stone that wasn’t jade, the boy knew it wasn’t jade because he had learned what was really jade.


We learn Christ by receiving communion and because we love others all are invited to join with us at the table, and when we realize that we are at the table with our brothers and sisters we realize we must treat them well and we must provide for their needs.  


Spanish has two common words for "to know" -- saber, to know with the mind, as in information, and conocer, to know personally, be acquainted with. Paul wants us to conocer a Dios, to know God or meet God, and not only to saber de Dios, know God or to know about God. Do we really want to know Christ? Do we want to celebrate the treasure he gives us with joy? Do we want to join at his table with this family of faith and invite others? Will we know Christ so completely that we will be driven to challenge our values and really love others? 


Let us break bread together this morning.  Not only with those of us here today, but also with all those who have ever broken bread at this altar.  With those who have moved from this community geographically and with those who have passed on from this earth.  We are celebrating Communion this day with all those in this country with all different denominations.  We have different ways of worshipping and different beliefs about certain things, but we all believe in God and in the risen Christ.  This day we also celebrate Communion with all those around the world who are united in the same Lord.  In this act of Communion we are one – one with each other and most importantly one with Christ.  Let us come guarding the good treasure entrusted to us.


