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Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed me as judge or referee between you and your brother?” 15 Then Jesus said to them, “Watch out! Guard yourself against all kinds of greed. After all, one’s life isn’t determined by one’s possessions, even when someone is very wealthy.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “A certain rich man’s land produced a bountiful crop. 17  He said to himself, What will I do? I have no place to store my harvest! 18  Then he thought, Here’s what I’ll do. I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. That’s where I’ll store all my grain and goods. 19  I’ll say to myself, You have stored up plenty of goods, enough for several years. Take it easy! Eat, drink, and enjoy yourself. 20  But God said to him, ‘Fool, tonight you will die. Now who will get the things you have prepared for yourself?’ 21  This is the way it will be for those who hoard things for themselves and aren’t rich toward God.”

Every Thanksgiving we go to the Smith family festivities in Denison.  Aunt Alice brings her green jello with marshmallows.  Tomiann brings her mashed potatoes and Uncle Tom makes his homemade chocolate pie.  He even makes the pie crust from scratch!  Aunt Sally makes the dressing, sage or not sage, depending on where you stand in the debate.   We make corn casserole and after we have stuffed ourselves silly, Aunt Kim pulls out the newspaper.  The kids are jumping on the trampoline and others are gathered around the TV watching football while a group of us gather around a table looking at all of the circulars for the Black Friday specials.  Now for Aunt Kim Black Friday requires thoughtful planning.  First, she has to decide what she wants from each store and then she has to map out her itinerary.  Aunt Kim does not go to sleep the night after Thanksgiving.  Every year I look at every circular and so far there has not been anything that I needed so much that I was willing to sacrifice sleep.  I love to sleep.  


This Scripture reminded me of Black Friday.  When I think about the news of Black Friday, people have even died in the race to get through the doors of a store, I think about these words that Jesus said, “Watch out! Guard yourself against all kinds of greed. After all, one’s life isn’t determined by one’s possessions, even when someone is very wealthy.”  Then Jesus shares this parable about a rich fool.  There is so much crop that the rich man decides to tear down his barns and build bigger ones.  Since there have been so many goods stored, the rich man can take it easy, eat, drink and enjoy life!  But God calls the rich man a fool and tells the rich man that tonight will be his last and God wonders now who will get the things that the man has prepared for himself?  Then, Jesus says, “This is the way it will be for those who hoard things for themselves and aren’t rich toward God.”


I really like it when Jesus does something unexpected.  We have come to think of Jesus as this meek little quiet guy, but he was not like that at all!  Remember those What Would Jesus Do bracelets?  When I would see a WWJD on someone’s wrist I would think we have no idea what Jesus would do, he was unpredictable!  


The parable that Jesus shares is about a man who by all standards would be considered a highly successful man.  And yet, Jesus called him a fool.  This highly successful man has so many crops, and when he thinks about what to do with the bounty of crops that he has, his only thought is to build bigger barns.  And, after he builds those bigger barns, he is going to retire, and eat and drink and be merry because his work is done.  But God tells the man that that very night he will die.  And at the height of his prosperity he died.  Jesus, a Galilean peasant, had the audacity to call a highly successful man a fool.  


Jesus did not call him a fool because the man had earned his money dishonestly.  It seems like this highly successful man was a pretty hard worker.   And Jesus did not call the highly successful man a fool because he was rich.  Jesus called the man a fool because he allowed his stuff to become more important than God.  


Each of us lives in two realms, there is that spiritual realm expressed in art, literature, religion, morality, and that is that other realm of our life where we live - the car we drive, the clothes we wear, the money we accumulate.  We allow the physical stuff that is necessary for us to exist to be more important than the God who created us and gives us life.  We look at suffering humanity and we are not concerned.  We look at our loved ones and we buy them stuff instead of giving them attention and affection.  We look at the beauty of the stars and we are unaffected.  We hear poetry and we do not want to understand it.  We have great books, but we do not read them.  We may great music but we do not listen to it.  Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness.  


The highly successful man was also a fool because he did not realize his dependence on others.  In the scripture that we just read, the rich man says about 60 words and he says “I” or “my” 10 times!  The rich man talked like he could build the barns by himself, like he made the crop produce so much because of something that he did.  


Martin Luther King Jr said, “Maybe you haven’t ever thought about it, but you can’t leave home in the morning without being dependent on most of the world. You get up in the morning, and you go to the bathroom and you reach over for a sponge, and that’s even given to you by a Pacific Islander. You reach over for a towel, and that’s given to you by a turk. You reach down to pick up your soap, and that’s given to you by a Frenchman. Then after dressing, you rush to the kitchen and you decide this morning that you want to drink a little coffee; that’s poured in your cup by a South American. Or maybe this morning you prefer tea; that’s poured in your cup by a Chinese. Or maybe you want cocoa this morning; that’s poured in your cup by a West African. Then you reach over to get your toast, and that’s given to you at the hands of an English-speaking farmer, not to mention the baker. Before you finish eating breakfast in the morning you are dependent on more than half of the world.”  We are where we are today because someone else helped us to get there.  


The rich man was also a fool because he did not realize his dependence on God.  The rich man talked like he was the one who controlled the weather, making his crops produce so much.  We do this as well, thinking that we have gotten where we are because of what we have done.  We forget about God.  And one day life will begin to overwhelm us, disappointments will beat on our door, and we will need to depend on God who loves us and cares for us.  


A few years ago Lee and I took a class called Crown Financial.  In that class we learned that everything that we earn is not ours.  It is all God’s.  We are the stewards of this money and these resources that God has given us.  We learned that it is all God’s, not just the 10% that we are to give to our church.  In that class we talked about knowing what you have financially and then making a budget.  We are to use all of the money that we earn wisely, prayerfully.  The New Testament talks more about money than any other subject.  In the Bible there are 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 on faith, and over 2000 verses are about money and possessions. 


Our life should be one where we are concerned about sharing our harvest instead of planning out how we are going to get more stuff.  Every day may we all work towards having a life that is dependent upon God and God’s abundant blessings instead of a life that is reliant on wealth.  And as we gather around the Communion table may we know that we are dependent on one another.  I am thankful for this church family and I am thankful to God for the bounty of blessings that surround me in each of your faces.  And I am thankful for my Aunt Kim and her love of Black Friday specials.  It is something that she enjoys doing.  At the end of the parable Jesus warns us about hoarding things for ourselves and not being rich toward God.  My Aunt Kim is a member of Waples United Methodist Church in Denison.  She teaches the elementary children’s Sunday School class every Sunday, she is in charge of Vacation Bible School every year, and she gives 10% of her nurse’s salary to her church.  May we all watch out, guarding ourselves against all kinds of greed.  And may we remember that our lives are not determined by our possessions, but on our dependence on God.  

