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25 “Therefore, I say to you, don’t worry about your life, what you’ll eat or what you’ll drink, or about your body, what you’ll wear. Isn’t life more than food and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds in the sky. They don’t sow seed or harvest grain or gather crops into barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you worth much more than they are? 27 Who among you by worrying can add a single moment to your life? 28 And why do you worry about clothes? Notice how the lilies in the field grow. They don’t wear themselves out with work, and they don’t spin cloth. 29 But I say to you that even Solomon in all of his splendor wasn’t dressed like one of these. 30 If God dresses grass in the field so beautifully, even though it’s alive today and tomorrow it’s thrown into the furnace, won’t God do much more for you, you people of weak faith? 31 Therefore, don’t worry and say, ‘What are we going to eat?’ or ‘What are we going to drink?’ or ‘What are we going to wear?’ 32 Gentiles long for all these things. Your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 Instead, desire first and foremost God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore, stop worrying about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.” (Common English Bible)


“Instead, desire first and foremost God’s kingdom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  For the last few weeks we have been talking about fresh starts.  We have talked about taking God with us in our new beginnings.  God gives us all the chance to begin again. No matter who we are, or what we’ve done, it’s never too late to receive God’s forgiveness and start over. We talked about how we take God with us to face fear, uncertainty and our dreams.  Then we talked about fitting in.  We reminded ourselves that we find our self-acceptance and self-worth in God.  God didn’t make us to fit in. God made us distinctly and creatively to make a difference.  Christianity, at its best, demonstrates God’s transformative grace that empowers us to follow the way of Jesus. This means putting our gifts to use as we are all actively serving God.  Last week we talked about dealing with disappointment when you have a fresh start and things do not turn out as you thought they would.  We start out with high hopes only to have them dashed by things that get in the way.  We all face disappointment, fear and rejection.  And when these times come, God is present to help us.  In my own life I have been supported and encouraged time and again by God through my church family.  I have learned through experience that with God, and in Christian community, we can rise above life’s difficulties.  Even with Jesus, pain, discomfort and disappointment continued to exist. But through our challenges and disappointments, faith helps us overcome hurdles and even triumph.  We are in this journey together, with its joys and its disappointments.  


This week we finish our fresh starts series by talking about when we have to begin again.  We heard from the words of Jesus in Matthew 6, let me share a bit of that passage again with you from the Message translation.  “You know both God and how God works. Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.  “Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes.”


A life of faith is based on call and response. God’s grace is the call, and human acceptance is the response. But it doesn’t stop there. Call and response happen repeatedly in life. So do new starts! By now, school is under way, and routines are established. The first tests have come and gone, and with them, a reality check. Goals can be difficult to reach! The gifts and graces given to each of us do not reduce the obstacles that get in the way. However, obstacles can help us refine gifts if we persevere in faith and hope in Christ Jesus.


As I thought about learning how to begin again I thought about all of those folks who were in the manufacturing industry who found that their jobs were not coming back because they job was now going to be done by a robot.  They could not get the same job at a different company, they had to get new skills.  


Each day is a new beginning and with God we can learn how to begin again.  In 2006 we were living in Krum, just north of Denton.  Madeleine was 2 and I was the pastor at First United Methodist Church in Krum.  Lee was driving into Richardson everyday for work, and he found out that he was getting transferred to the Raytheon in Garland.  His commute was going to increase from an hour each way to an hour and a half each way.  So, I met with the District Superintendent (my boss, right below Jesus) and asked if there was a church that I could serve closer to Dallas, and if was part-time that would be wonderful.  I felt like I wanted to spend more time with Madeleine and we were talking about having another child.  


So, in mid-May we found out that one of the pastors at Lovers Lane UMC in Dallas was going to switch with me.  She became the pastor in Krum and I tried to take over for her, but she worked on the website and I did not know how to do that.  She was the singles pastor and the singles were not interested in having a married pastor.  She also did the Adult Christian Education at the church working with Sunday School classes and small groups and I could do that!  I worked there for two years and we had our son Everett while we were there.  In May 2008 the Executive Pastor in charge of the staff asked me in to his office for a meeting and he shared with me that they were having to make staff cuts and I was going to be let go.  I had never been laid off before!  There were four of us pastors that left Lovers Lane during that time.  I would tell myself that now I could see what it was like to be stay at home mom, but it felt really awful to lose my job.  


I visited different churches during that time and tried to stay connected to God, but it was hard.  I was busy; being a stay at home mom was hard!  And I wasn’t connected to a church family.  I was starting to get really depressed.  I had to figure out how to begin again.  How could I get connected with God again?  How could I find a church family to connect with again?  I prayed and I prayed about what to do, please God show me the way, show me how to begin again.  And then I got a call from the music minister at Oak Lawn UMC, “I hear you don’t have a job,” he said.  “Do you want one?” he asked.  Was this God opening a window?  What should I do?  I called a good friend who I had met at Oak Lawn UMC 7 years earlier when I was an Intern at Oak Lawn while I was at Perkins.  I asked her what I should do, was this God opening a window?  She said to be, “Kerry, you did not seem like yourself.  You seem lost.”  I was lost.  


In the Bible there is a book called Lamentations.  Lamentations reminds us that we begin each day with a blank slate. “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end. They are new every morning..”(Lamentations 3:22-23)

God’s mercies are as new as the morning dew. Mindfulness of that gift can help us establish a rhythm of hope and perseverance in our own lives as well as in the community. Forgiveness and patience should be common among Christians. The grace that empowers perfection in love establishes God’s reign on earth, “as it is in heaven.” As we receive God’s mercy, we should also convey it to others.


While Lamentations tells of God’s mercies, Psalm 96 tells of human response to God’s faithfulness. “O sing to God a new song; sing to God , all the earth!”( Psalm 96:1)  We sing that new song when we tell stories of getting through with God at our side. At 61st Avenue United Methodist Church in Nashville, Tenn., members adapted Psalm 124 to their context. Many of them were homeless; some were first-time visitors from the streets; others were neighborhood folk who’ve struggled with generational poverty. Their new song went like this:  “We could never have made it without God.  Listen up! Are you with me?  We could never have made it without God.  When all our enemies rose against us to beat us with more than just a rod, we would have been lost, lonely, downcast or even killed. We felt like a child who had lost his parents, filled with bitterness and hatred.  After walking through the darkness for so long, we have finally seen the light; we found that we were not alone. God was on our side all the time.  Our God is an awesome God.  If God be for us, who can stand against us?”


“After walking through the darkness for so long, we found that we were not alone. God was on our side all the time.” This recognition sometimes comes long after a battle has been won. We commonly only see God in reflecting on the past, rather than in the unfolding of it. I wonder what you imagine when you think about what might have happened, “had it not been for the Lord.” This is part of beginning again – remembering where we have been and what we’ve come through. With that knowledge, we gain courage to go on in life, knowing God will meet us, wherever we go.


This has been a time of new beginnings for Greenland Hills.  And during any new beginning time there is uncertainty.  I wonder what many of you thought about getting a new pastor.  It is interesting, a lot of our current financial trouble is because for three Sundays in June after Pastor Carol and Pastor Marti left, the offerings were very low.  I have seen a new beginning of financial stability, but we have to dig ourselves out of the hole from those Sundays in June where folks were uncertain and their giving to their church reflected that.  I see new beginnings here at Greenland Hills all around us, in children’s Sunday School, in the preschool, in a relationship with our Boy Scout troop, in new ministries that you might want to start...  For what new beginnings do you yearn? In your lives, or the life of Greenland Hills?  Each day is a new beginning and with God we can learn how to begin again. 


